THE GREAT WAR, 1916

On the other hand Mr. Asquith had such a clear balanced
mind. He was so business-like during his visits and could re-
member everyone to whom he had spoken during the day
and what had been said, Lloyd George's visits always gave
Douglas the impression of being joy-rides. He was followed
round by groups of photographers and cinematograph
operators.

On the 15th of September the tanks were used for the
first time. They had corne as a complete surprise to the
enemy. The day had been fine for the attack, though there
had been a slight ground fog which was a help for the tanks.
Some of the tanks were extraordinarily successful and with
their assistance the infantry were enabled to advance much
more quickly. One tank in particular caused great havoc by
firing from both sides into a German trench. A German
officer who was taken prisoner at that point described the
incident as "butchery". The tanks had certainly shown the
value they could be to an attack and Douglas decided to
apply for as many as possible to be sent out at once. He also
suggested that experiments should be carried out with
bigger ones with thicker, heavier plating. The gains made
that day were greater than on any previous day. A break
in the weather held up operations for about ten days
owing to the difficulty in moving forward the guns on the
soft ground, but as soon as it showed signs of improvement
the offensive was resumed and Morval and Lesboeufe were
captured though held by the best Prussian troops. Thiepval,
Combles and Guendecourt villages were also taken along
with a large number of prisoners. The Schwaben Redoubt,
which had given so much trouble before, was also captured
before the end of the month. Douglas was very happy about
the way things were now going and he wrote me saying that
he had a lot to be thankful for.

Douglas was very cut-up about the death of Philip
Howellj who was killed on die yth of October. Philip had
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